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Gymnastics New Zealand – Board Candidate 

Personal Statement 

I have been involved in gymnastics across many roles—athlete, coach, judge, course presenter, team 
official, technical committee member and Chair. I served for 20 years on the Board of Christchurch 
School of Gymnastics, including eight as Chair. During this time, our Board navigated major 
challenges including the Canterbury earthquakes, a full facility rebuild, and the COVID-19 
pandemic—ensuring the club’s survival and future viability. 

Beyond gymnastics, I bring strong governance and community experience. I served 11 years on the 
Hurunui Waiau Zone Water Committee, where I worked closely with diverse stakeholders to 
understand their values and aspirations for freshwater use. Our group delivered consensus-based 
decisions that balanced social, environmental, cultural, and economic outcomes. I have also 
contributed to education as a school Board of Trustees member, with involvement in finance and HR 
matters. 

My life and work have fostered cultural awareness and respect. I lived for 10 years in Papua New 
Guinea and Indonesia, and have engaged in Te Tiriti o Waitangi workshops and noho marae through 
Environment Canterbury. 

I believe effective boards must not only understand governance but also sport—and remain 
meaningfully connected to Clubland. To fulfil its vision and strategic plan, GNZ must continue to 
strengthen its messaging around the benefits of gymnastics: fun, fitness, fundamentals, friendships. 
We need to clearly communicate why gymnastics should be the first-choice sport for New 
Zealanders—from preschoolers developing core skills, to athletes who start in gymnastics and go on 
to thrive in other sports. 

I am also strongly committed to safeguarding—across athletes, coaches, judges, and volunteers. 



I put my name forward to give back to the sport that has given so much to me. I am known for my 
commitment, hard work, and ability to listen, consult, and enable people and organisations to grow 
and improve. I would be honoured to serve and support gymnastics in Aotearoa at Board level. 

 



Michele Hawke CV 
General Governance 
1996 - 2000 Member Pukekohe Intermediate School Board of Trustees 
2003 - 2024 Board Member Christchurch School of Gymnastics – 8 years as 

Board Chair taking the club through the earthquake recovery, 
facility rebuild and Covid pandemic and the development and 
support of a High Performance programme.  

2010 - 2021 Community member Hurunui Waiau Zone Water Committee – a 
joint committee of the Hurunui District Council and Environment 
Canterbury tasked with community led consensus governance for 
local freshwater management.  

 
Work History 
1977-1979 University of Auckland, Tutor for the geology Department and 

Geothermal Institute 
1980-1984 CRA Exploration NZ – field geologist, report writing for 

government compliance, development of mineral exploration 
applications 

1984 - 1985 CRA Exploration PNG – geochemical data processing, reporting 
writing for company and government  

1986 - 1992 Kelian Equatorial Mining (Indonesia) Senior Geologist. Involved 
with: 
• exploration, feasibility study, construction and early 

production of the Kelian Gold Mine 
• overseeing an onsite metallurgical testing laboratory 
• documentation of the history of the project and compensation 

payments 
• management of a camp (messing, accommodation, medical 

service, personnel management) for 2000 employees  
• development of Employment Agreements  

1992-1994 Pasir Ridge International School – assistant to the Indonesian 
language teacher 

1994 - 2000 Terry Leach and Co. – contract petrologist  
2001 - 2014 Assisted my husband with the management of Hawarden Garage 

and Transport – a school, charter and tour bus company  
1996 - present Director Hawke Enterprises 
 
Gymnastics  
Technical/Administrative/Governance Responsibilities 
2003-2024 Member of Christchurch School of Gymnastics Board , including 

8 years as Board Chair during earthquake recovery and rebuild 
considerations 

2018 - 2021 
2012 - 2018 

WAG TC Chairperson 
Member of the WAG SDC holding the position of Coach Liaison  

2008 Member of the inaugural Coaching Strategy Workshop group 
from which Coach 360 evolved 

2007-2008 Canterbury Gymnastics Association Board 
2005-2006 Canterbury Gymnastics Association Women’s Technical 

Committee Chairperson 
2001- 2007 NZG WAG Judging Coordinator 
1995 - 2001 NZG WAG Technical Manager 
1981 - 1984 NZG WAG Technical Chairperson 

In 1982 set up the Junior Development Squad which was run by 
Martin Gotz.  Several of the gymnasts from this squad went on to 



become members of the 1987, 1989 World Championships and 
1990 Commonwealth Games teams.   

1980  Elected to NZG WAG Technical Committee as member 
1979 Co-opted to NZG WAG Technical Committee to be responsible 

for Junior Development and assisted in leading the meeting on 
junior development held in Picton 

1976 - 1980 Auckland WAG Technical Committee  
 
Judging Record/Responsibilities 
2020 
2018 
2017 

Judge to PacRim, NZ – cancelled  
Judge to PacRim, Columbia  
Requalified as FIG Category 3 brevet 

2016 
2013 

Judge/Manager to Junior Commonwealth Cup, Namibia 
Requalified as FIG Category 4 brevet 

2010 Qualified as Level 3 judge 
2006 
2006 

Judge to PacRim, Hawaii 
Requalified as FIG Category 3 brevet.   

2005 Australia Youth Olympic Festival, Sydney 
2004 Commonwealth Youth Games, Bendigo 

Australian Championships 
2003 Australian National Clubs Championships, Maffra 
2001 Australian National Clubs Championships, Sydney  
2000 Pacific Alliance, Christchurch  
1997 - present FIG Brevet, upgraded to Category 3 in 2001 
1982 Pacific Alliance and Commonwealth Cup, Australia  
1981 NZ Summer Games, Dunedin 

World Championships, Moscow 
1980 - 1984 FIG Brevet Judge – the 3rd New Zealander to gain this 

qualification  
1976 - 1984 Senior National Judge 
1975 Junior National Judge – commenced judging, trained by Wendy 

Rae  
 
Managerial Responsibilities 
2016 Team Manager and Judge for Junior Commonwealth Cup, 

Namibia  
2014 Head of Delegation to Pacific Rim Championships, Vancouver 
2010 WAG Chaperone to Pacific Rim Championships 
2016-present 
2007 - 2016 

CSG Board Member 
Chairperson CSG Board 

2001 - 2007 Vice President CSG  
2006 Manager/Judge of Team to International National Levels 

competition (Levels 7-10), Perth, Australia 
2000 Team Manager/Coach Canadian Championships 
1999 Team Manager Australian Clubs Championships 
1998 Team Manager (WAG, MAG, RG) Australian Championships 

Team Manager Australian Clubs Championships 
1997 Team Manager Australian Clubs Championships 
 
Coaching History/Qualifications 
2001 - 2012 Christchurch School of Gymnastics Levels 3 – 10, International 

Elite  
1995 – 2000 Pukekohe Gym Club, Levels 3 – 9, Stage 2, 3, Junior Elite  
1979 – 1980 Papakura YMCA Grades1 – 5  
1975 - 1979 Mt Roskill Gym Club (precursor of TriStar) Grades 2 - 4 



2004  CEP Level 2 Completed 
2004 CNZ 2 
2004 CEP Level 3 Completed Practical and planning components 
 
Teaching/Lecturing/Coach, Judge Education  
1980-1984, and 
1997- 2021 

 
Judging course presenter  

1998 - 2022 CEP Presenter Elementary Coach and Junior Coach, previously 
Level O and Level 1 

1997 Gym School WAG Programme Director and Lecturer  
1996 Gym School Presenters Course 
1980 - 1983, 
1996, 1997, 
2013, 2015, 
2017  

Gym School lecturer 

1980–1984, 
1999 - 2019 

Conducted numerous clinics and courses in most regions 

2011 - 2022 Reviewed material for Coach and Judge Education courses for 
Coach Education Manager and mark Senior coaching 
assignments  

 
Other Qualifications/Awards 
2002 NZGA Service Award 
2007 GSNZ Meritorious Award 
2010 CSG Life Membership 
2014 Canterbury Sports Lifetime Achievement Award 
2016 GSNZ Life Member 
2010 Rowing NZ Level 2 Race Official 
2020 Rowing NZ Level 3 Race Official  
2022 Awarding of Queen’s Honour of Companion of NZ Order of Merit (CNZM) for 
service to gymnastics 
 
St John Work Place First Aid Qualifications 
BSc, PhD (Geology) Auckland University  
 
Languages 
English, Indonesian  


